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IN THE BLACK SEA AND THE BALKANS:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

30-31 MAY 2024
CONGRESS PROGRAM

DAY 1: 30 May 2024

Opening Session — Introduction
(10:00 am-10:30 am -Istanbul Time)

Opening Speech by Professor Dr. A. Ercan Gegez, Rector of Istanbul Arel University
Welcome Speech by Professor Dr. Harun Demirkaya,Dean of the Faculty of Economic and Administrative Sciences

Session-l: Emerging Strategic Security Landscang in the Black Sea Region and the Balkans
(10:30 am-12:30 pm Istanbul Time)

Moderator: Associate Professor Dr. Ali Bilgin Varlik

“Navigating Strategic Security Landscape in the Black Sea: A Multi-Theoretical Analysis and Prospective Scenarios”
Assad Mehmood Khan

“Impact of the War in Ukraine on the Security of the Black Sea: A Comparative Analysis of International Relations Theories”
Yasar Sari

“Applicability of the Concept of the “Responsibility to Protect” ‘From What’: The Case of Russian War On Ukraine”
Gokhan Ak

“Redefining Global Security: Towards a New World Order - For Peaceful and Sustainable Security in the Balkans and Black Sea
Shahindah Hesam & Ahmad Tanveer

“Russian War of Aggression and Perspectives of the Wider Black Sea Region: Future Studies and Alternative Scenarios”
Chifu lulian

“Some Aspects of the On-Going Conflicts in the Balkan and Black Sea Region”
Zoltan Gyorgy Bacs

Lunch Break (12:30 pm-13:45 pm istanbul Time)
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Session-II: Military Threat Perceptions of the States in the Black Sea Region and the Balkans
(13.45 pm-16.00 pm Istanbul Time)

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Askin inci Sokmen Alaca

“Bulgaria’s Threat Perceptions in the Black Sea After Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine”
dlir Lika

“North Macedonia Security Threats in the Third Decade of XXI Century:
Institutional and Political Framework as a Key Determinant of Instability”
Mitko Arnaudov

“International Aspects of the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution”
Valeria Gornyachka & Slav Anastasov

“The Security Problems in the Black Sea Countries According to the Fragile States Index 2023”
Krasimir Koev

“From Three Pillars to Three Variables: Quo Vadis, Black Sea Region’s Military Security?”
Leonid Polyakov

“Use of Drones in the Protection of State Leaders”
Todor Kodzheykov

DAY 2: 31 May 2024

Session-lll: Non-Military Threats Perceptions
(09:30 am-11:30 am Istanbul Time)

Moderator: Assistant Professor Dr. Selma Sekercioglu Bozacioglu

“How Conflicts Affect Women: Human Trafficking in Balkans and Black Sea”
Elif Ugerli

“God and Money: Radicalization and Financial Motivation in Terrorist Attacks: The Case of Crocus City Hall Moscow”
Chifu lulian & Dragan lulia-Mihaela

“A Geo-Digital Approach to Immune Trade Routes amid the Black Sea Tension”
Ana Yousefian

“War and Energy: Assessing the Impact of the Russo-Ukraine War on the Global Energy Supply Chain”
Rifat Ullah Rifat

“The Russo-Ukraine War: Navigating the Future of Europe’s Energy Security using Scenario Building Technique”
Rifat Ullah Rifat

“The Consequences of the Trans-Caspian Pipeline on the Energy Security of Iran and Turkiye”
Ebrahim Rezaei Rad & Rahmat Hajimineh

Lunch Break (11:30 am-12:30 pm Istanbul Time)
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Session-IV: Policies of Global Actors and Their Roles in Providing Security
(12:30 pm-14:00 pm Istanbul Time)

Moderator: Associate Professor Dr. Fatma Asli Kelkitli

“The Great Geostrategic Game in the Black Sea:
Eurasia’s Challenges in the Confrontation between Moscow and the West; Approaches and Solutions”
Fatemeh Alamolhoda

“Great Power Competition and Militarization in the Balkans: Exploring Risks and Strengthening Conflict Prevention”
Oktay Bingol

“Main Guidelines of the Policy of the European Union in the Black Sea Region”
Kremena Rayanova

“Navigating Great Power Competition:
Assessing the EU’s Gateway Program in the Western Balkans vis-a-vis China’s Belt and Road Initiative”
Rahman Nurdun

“Current Global Geopolitical Shifts and Ramifications in The Western Balkans:
Shaping Our Euro-Atlantic Future Through Malign Foreign Influence”
Besfort Rreca;

Coffee Break (14:00 pm-14:15 pm Istanbul Time)

Session-V: Foreign Policies of Regional Countri.es and Their Role in Providing Security
(14:15 pm-16.15 pm Istanbul Time)

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Ugur Ozgoker

“The Russo-Ukrainian War: Solidarity and Unity of the States in the Black Sea Region”
Victor Korendovych

“The Role of the Black Sea Grain Initiative in Ensuring the Presence of Ukraine in the Global Export of Agricultural Goods”
lvan Us

“Domestic Legal Measures for Increasing Security in The Black Sea Region”
Lyuboslav Lyubenov & Vanya Panteleeva

“New Corridors from Asia to Europe; The Key Role of the Black Sea”
Mandana Tishehyar

“Interpretation of the Recent Past in State Identity and Foreign Policy: A Comparison of Albania and Serbia”
Onder Canveren

“Changing Geopolitics of Central Asia: Challenges and Prospects”
Guli Ismatullaevna Yuldasheva

Closing Remarks
Associate Professor Dr. Fatma Asli Kelkitli and Associate Professor Dr. Ali Bilgin Varlik
(16:15 pm-16:30 pm Istanbul Time)
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